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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
June 14, 1867 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

At the request of J. B. Longacre, esq., Engraver of the Mint, I transmit herewith a communication 
addressed to you by him, in relation to the use of aluminum for coinage purposes; also, a few 
specimens struck in that metal from dies prepared by Mr. Longacre. 

In acceding to the request of the Engraver to have this subject brought to your attention, it is 
proper to remark that I differ with that officer in the views he expresses in relation to the intrinsic 
value of the material composing the lowest denominations of our coins. In my opinion, they need 
not carry much value intrinsically. They should be tokens composed of respectable material, and of a 
character to prevent imitation by counterfeiters, and they should be redeemable in large sums, in 
current money, so as to prevent an excessive issue and give confidence. 

It is proper to add the suggestion, that provision should be made by law for the redemption 
of the minor coinage, by investing the net profits, arising from the issue of such coins in U.S. Bonds, 
to be reserved as a fund for that purpose. 

While thus expressing some of my views in regard to coins of the lower denominations, I 
deem it proper also to express my fear that the present issue of aluminum coin would be premature; 
that the preparation of this metal being of recent origin, it has been falling continually in price; that 
from the nature of the material used, and of the processes employed in making it, we have a right to 
infer its great reduction in price, and increased production at no distant day; and that we may 
prudently await such further reduction and production, before attempting the issue of a national 
coinage based on uncertain supply and varying price. 

It is but an act of justice to the Engraver to say that the dies, from which the enclosed pieces 
were struck, are creditable to his skill and American art. 


Very respectfully, 
H. R. Linderman 
Director 


